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Three State Farmland Grants Awarded to ASA! 
After a six-year hiatus, NYS is once again funding farmland 
protection projects. In October, Governor Cuomo announced 
$17.6 million in state funding to protect farmland across the 
state. ASA was awarded three grants, more than any other 
land trust, totaling $1,287,112. These funds will be used to 
conserve the 611-acre Landview Farm in White Creek and 
Hoosick, and the 166-acre Homestead Farm in Brunswick. 
The third award will fund a five-year lease of development 
rights to ASA on the 604-acre Berle Farm in Hoosick with 
the hope that either state or private funding will eventually  
be found to conserve this farm in perpetuity.  

The State Farmland Protection program now provides  
new options, including State funding up to 87.5% of the  
total costs required to conserve an eligible farm when the 
landowner provides the grant match. Even better, the  
New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets  
has streamlined the process to help ensure that most  
projects will be completed within two years.

Fundraising Completed for McArthur-Sauert Project 
By the end of August we were able to raise the remaining 
$7,000 required to protect the McArthur-Sauert Farm, a  
treasured landmark in our community. This beautiful farm 
located on Bald Mountain Road will continue its legacy of 
remaining in agricultural production since before the Civil War.

To Joan, like so many 
others, it seems a simple 
gift, but one that will be 
enjoyed forever by genera-
tions we will never meet. 
Think about it: conserving 
land is one of the few last-
ing and permanent effects 
you can have on this world.  
continued on page 38

ASA is Making Headlines

Charlie Sauert,  
Malcom Sauert & 
Janette McArthur
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Ensuring a Future for 
Farming and Forestry  
in our Community
The Agricultural Stewardship Association (ASA) 
protects our community’s working landscape of 
farms and forests, connects people to the land, and 
promotes a vibrant future for agriculture in the re-
gion. To date, we have assisted landowners with the 
conservation of 15,443 acres of productive farm and 
forest land in Washington and Rensselaer counties.

ASA receives funding from its members and 
supporters, including Castanea Foundation and 
the New York Conservation Partnership Program 
(funded by New York’s Environmental Protection 
Fund and administered by the Land Trust Alliance, 
in coordination with the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation).

Agricultural Stewardship Association

2531 State Route 40 
Greenwich, NY 12834 
518-692-7285 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

Not Just Another  
Pretty Landscape…
We think everyone who supports ASA feels pretty passionate about our beau-
tiful working landscapes. If you went to this year’s Landscapes for Landsake 
Art Exhibit, you had to be bowled over not only by the art, but also by the 
sheer abundance of local artistic talent. That’s not a coincidence of course. Art-
ists have been irresistibly drawn to this region’s working landscapes for decades.

What we have here is not just another pretty landscape. These fertile 
Hudson Valley soils are needed to feed the more than 18 million people who 
live within five hours of ASA. And we’re not just talking about the delights 
of delicious local food. According to a recent U.S. Pentagon report, climate 
change and accompanying droughts are likely to lead to worldwide food 
shortages. So think about it. Protecting our important soils, our clean wa-
ter and our vibrant agricultural infrastructure today are an insurance policy 
against the potential local effects of climate change tomorrow.

What’s the challenge? New York State lost 71.5% of its farms and 55.1% 
of its farm acres during the period between 1950 and 2012, according to  
the U.S. Census of Agriculture.

What’s the economic opportunity? According to the Local Economies 
Project, the market for food in New York City and the Hudson Valley  
alone is $30 billion annually. Currently, locally produced food from the  
Hudson Valley is satisfying only 2% of that market.  Talk about room  
for, literally, a vast amount of growth!

What to do about all of this? Well, one of the things you can do is to support 
ASA, one of only two land trusts in New York State whose sole mission is to 
conserve working farmland and woodlands for future generations. As we’ve said 
before, we need land for new housing and commercial development but that  
development should not happen on good agricultural land that can grow food.

What we do at ASA is conserve land, for food, for the sake of beauty, for 
the quality of life, for community and for future generations. To date, over the 
past 24 years, we’ve conserved nearly 15,500 acres in Washington and Rensselaer 
counties. There are many ways you can help us reach our goal of another 8,000 
acres of productive, conserved land by 2018: donate, volunteer, and come to our 
many (always fun) events. Give us a call and we’ll find the best way for you to 
join our community and our mission. – Teri Ptacek & Katherine Roome
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Sold Out Wild BBQ a Wild Success!

P assion for farmland conserva-
tion is the driving force behind 
ASA’s success. That passion 

has perhaps never been more evident 
than in late August when ASA teamed 
up with Brown’s Brewing Co. to host the 
Wild BBQ—an evening with the Cabin 
Kings from National Geographic’s Build-
ing Wild TV show. The event was held 
at Brown’s new brewery, a converted 19th 
century mill along the Walloomsac River 
in North Hoosick, NY. 

The Wild BBQ, attended by over  
400 people, sold out only a few days after 
it was announced, and was one of the first 
events to be held in the Brown’s new  
Taproom. The evening included music 
from the popular local band Eastbound 
Jesus, a delicious chicken barbeque pre-
pared by DJ Herrington, and sweet corn 
donated by the Moses Farm. A live auc-
tion called by local auctioneers Ron and 
Kyle Seifert included a guided fishing trip 
on the Battenkill, a basket of cheese from 
the Berle Farm, dinner for two at Brown’s 
in Troy and several autographed items 
from the cast and crew of Building Wild 
(including a pair of pants that one of the 
TV stars happened to be wearing). Also 
auctioned was a breakfast with the stars 
of Building Wild and a chance to appear 
in an upcoming episode of the show.

The Wild BBQ had local everything: 
food, beer, music and celebrities. “Build-
ing Wild” stars Pat “Tuffy” Bakaitis (a 
Hoosick resident), Paul DiMeo, and 

Executive Producer, George Verschoor 
(also a Hoosick Native) did a meet and 
greet with attendees.

All three men are passionate about 
supporting our local communities and 
protecting farmland. When asked about 
the show George said “I wanted a show 
that would shine a light on this beauti-
ful area. We couldn’t produce Building 
Wild without this land. The show really 
spotlights those people who have a love 
of land and a love of nature, so our entire 
team got behind this event.” DiMeo, 
who is from California said, “What we 
have here is something worth caring 
about. Why not do what Mr. Brown did 
– develop the buildings that are already 
here!” Here’s Tuffy’s comment on the 
new development he saw during a recent 
trip to California with Verschoor: “It’s all 
concrete. I will do whatever I can do to 
stop that from happening here.”

The Wild BBQ was a great op-
portunity for local residents and ASA 
supporters to get a sneak preview of 
the new brewery space. It was also 
a great way for ASA to expand our 
reach to more people. “This gives us a 
chance to bring awareness as to why 
it’s important to protect farmland, why 
it’s important to always have farmland 
available for future generations and to 
garner support,” said Teri. The event 
raised over $10,000 for local farmland 
conservation and provided  
a whole lot of fun for a lot of people.

continued from page 1

Largest Gift of  
Real Estate Sold!  
As part of their estate planning, 
Curt and Fleur Strand  
gifted their beautiful farmhouse 
and 179 conserved acres to ASA 
outright. Two years later, we 
are delighted to report that the 
Strand Estate has been sold to 
Salem native, Jim Roche. The 
contents of the estate were sold 
at an auction that took place at 
the Equinox Hotel in Manches-
ter, Vt., on Saturday July 12th.

Proceeds from the sale will 
be used to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of ASA. These 
funds will go a long way towards 
meeting the goals of our Strate-
gic Plan by 2018. In addition, a 
portion of the proceeds will off-
set the carrying costs of owning 
and maintaining the property for 
the past two years.

 “I am thrilled that the 
property will be here  
in perpetuity and that  
I am able to preserve  

the history of this  
beautiful piece of land.”

–Jim Roche

1 C. Davenport, “Pentagon Signals Security Risks of Climate Change,” 
The New York Times, October 14, 2014, p. A14.
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County hire the Hudson Valley 
Agribusiness Development Corpo-
ration (hvadc.org) for a three-year 
consulting project. “The County 
would not have been able to take this 
leap without partnering with ASA” 
according to Sara Idleman, Chair of 
the Washington County Agricultural 
and Farmland Protection Board. 
Increasing Access to  
Affordable Farmland

When ASA enters into a conserva-
tion easement (a contract with a will-
ing landowner), that easement ensures 

Beyond Farmland Conservation

As one of only two land 
trusts in New York 
State that focuses 

exclusively on farmland conserva-
tion, ASA is well known throughout 
New York State and the land trust 
community for assisting farmers 
and landowners in Washington and 
Rensselaer counties with the perma-
nent protection of their farms and 
forestlands. 

But that’s not all we do. Conserv-
ing a large enough agricultural land 
base to support a viable farming 
infrastructure is only part of ASA’s 
mission. A couple of years ago, we 
asked ourselves, “What else can we 
do to help farmers?” 
Facilitating Agricultural  
Economic Development

Agriculture is big business in 
Washington and Rensselaer coun-
ties, generating over $192 million 
in revenue in 2012 alone. In 2012, 
ASA updated its Strategic Plan to 
help guide us through 2018. One 
of the main goals of the new plan 
was to actively support agricultural 
economic development, initially  
by increasing awareness around the 
benefits of local food and ensur-
ing food security. A second strat-
egy was to partner with public and 
private organizations to diversify 
and strengthen the local agricultural 
economy. 

“We decided a logical first step 
would be to partner with Washing-
ton County and hire an agricultural 
economic development specialist 
who would serve local farmers and 
seize opportunities for the agricul-
tural sector,” explained Teri Ptacek, 
ASA Executive Director. In 2013, 
thanks to a generous local donor, 
ASA was able to help Washington 

T en years ago, when Erin Tobin 
and Roger Bearden moved to 
Albany, they joined a CSA. 

That CSA happened to be the con-
served Alleged Farm in Easton. In-
cluded with their weekly share was a 
newsletter written by farmer, Thomas 
Christenfeld, which often mentioned 
the benefits of farmland conservation. 
It was in one of these newsletters that 
Thomas offered a discount in return 
for donating to ASA. This was just the 
catalyst Erin needed to begin making 
an annual donation to ASA.

Next, Erin’s work 
at the Preservation 
League of New York 
State (PLNYS) led 
her to meet long-time 
ASA supporter Connie 
Kheel. Connie and 

Erin, working with the Town of Pitt-
stown, the Historical Society and the 
PLNYS, were able to add 12 historic 
farmsteads in Pittstown to the National 
Historic Registry. For Erin, the im-
portance of farmland conservation and 
building preservation go hand in hand. 
“At the core they relate to one another. 
The idea of a vibrant local rural economy 
includes using the buildings you have 
and not encouraging sprawl.” 

Although Erin and Roger live in 
Albany, they spend a lot of time in 

Washington and Rensselaer counties. 
Their kids, Sarah, Myles and Eli, learned 
to ski at Willard Mountain.  The family 
visits friends who farm in Cambridge 
and enjoys picking berries at the Hand 
Melon Farm. A few years ago, Erin and 
Roger were invited to a dinner at Con-
nie Kheel’s historic, restored Nipmoose 
Barns in Rensselaer County. That is 
when Roger really got to know the work 
ASA does. It wasn’t long after this that 
Erin and Roger became monthly donors. 
“It’s not only easier; it allows us to make 
ASA a priority. It justifies giving more 

to a cause we 
believe in.”  To 
become monthly 
donors like Erin 
and Roger, go to 
agstewardship.org. 

is to offer farmers who conserve their 
property with an option to also place a 
Pre-Emptive Right to Purchase Op-
tion on the land. Essentially, the land-
owner is not only agreeing to conserve 
the land, but also placing restrictions 
on the terms of future sales of the 
property. If the farmer decides to sell 
to a non-farmer, then ASA has the 
option to purchase the land at the ag-
ricultural value and resell it to a farmer. 
The goal is to both keep land afford-
able for farmers as well as to keep land 
in active agricultural production. 

O ver twenty years ago, George 
Houser, Jr. chose to take an ac-
tion that would change, or rather 

not change the landscape of his farm by 
donating a conservation easement on a 
parcel of his land. In April 2009, George 
and ASA celebrated a truly historic 
event: the conservation of the last pieces 
of unprotected land on his farm, includ-
ing the home farm.

Conservation of the Brother-
hood Farm fulfilled Mr. Houser’s 
lifetime goal to guarantee that 
his farmland will always remain 
available for agriculture. George 
devoted his life to farming and to 
the protection of farmland. It was 

 

“George’s passionate commitment to his community inspired me 
and countless others to get involved with planning and farmland 
preservation. We all relied on his vision, his knowledge and his 

resourcefulness to achieve incredibly ambitious conservation goals 
for the Town of Easton and surrounding communities.”  –Liz Gordon

George, Jr. & son George III

this devotion, mixed with some passion 
and a whole lot of vision that led him, 
along with other farmers, to found ASA 
in 1990. Over the years, George led by 
example, conserving 9 parcels of farm-
land, of which 7 were donations. Today, 
George Houser has protected a total of 
1,028 acres of farmland in Easton.

A Tribute to George Houser Jr.
A Pioneer of Farmland Conservation  1931-2014

For the Tobin-Bearden Family, Supporting  
ASA Monthly is all about Synchronicity

that the land will never be developed 
or subdivided for residential or com-
mercial purposes. However, it does not 
guarantee that the land will be farmed 
forever. “There are too many variables 
in agriculture for us to dictate that the 
land will always be farmed, but we can 
be proactive in creating a supportive 
environment that encourages the 
continuation of farming,” according to 
Sean Quinn, ASA board member and 
co-owner of Sunset View Farms. 

ASA has adopted two strategies to 
help ensure that conserved land will 
continue to be farmed. One strategy 

ASA’s second strategy was to 
collaborate with the American 
Farmland Trust and a dozen other 
organizations to form the Hudson 
Valley Farmlink Network (hud-
sonvalleyfarmlandfinder.org). This 
Network is dedicated to facilitating 
farm transfers and making farmland 
accessible to the next generation of 
farmers. Hudson Valley Farmlink 
has a website database that helps 
connect farmers looking for land to 
rent or purchase with landowners 
who are looking for farmers  
to rent or buy their land. 

“Roger and I know our 
monthly donation to ASA is 
put to good use and makes 
a significant impact on the 

economy of the region”. 
–Erin TobinSarah,  Myles & Eli Beardon



Connecting with the Land
Although spring had a late start, our  
programs were off and running before  
the ground thawed. Steve Sanford,  
retired wildlife ecologist, led a Beginning  
Ornithology- An Introduction to 
the Science of Birds workshop on the 
White Oak Farm in Buskirk (conserved 
in 2005). The lecture included a live 
bird demonstration and was followed 
with a guided walk to one of the largest 
White Oak trees in our area. 

Connor Stedman, an Ecological 
Planner, gave a presentation on  
Agriculturally Productive Buffers 
(APBs) at Proudfit Hall in Salem.  
Connor discussed the vulnerability of 
river bottom land, the role of riparian 
plantings, and why APBs are useful 
management tools for the broader  
farm landscapes. This workshop was  
co-sponsored by ASA and the  
Washington County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, with support 

from the Battenkill Watershed Alliance 
and the Battenkill Conservancy. 

The Troy Family YMCA paid a visit 
to Mapledale farm this summer. Chil-
dren in the day camp program had an 
opportunity to learn about where milk 
and dairy products come from. Thank 
you to the Greene family. We also 
hosted a Woods Walk at Abbott Farm 
owned by Jack and ASA board member 
Cindy Parillo. Forester Erin Perry led 
the walk and a discussion about plan-
ning for woodland management. Wrap-
ping up the fall, four (sold out) levels 
of the nationally-recognized Game of 
Logging were held in October. Top in-
structors combined demonstrations with 
participation to teach chainsaw safety, 
productivity, conservation and cutting 
technique. Thank you to Mary Menard 
and Larry Hume of Juniper Farm and 
Bob Somers for hosting.

Through a collaboration with Hon-
est Weight Food Co-Op, we sponsored 
tours of Tybush Mountain Alpaca 

Farm, Slack Hollow Farm and the Ar-
gyle Cheese Farmer. Many thanks to the 
Tybush family, Seth Jacobs and Marge 
Randles for the behind the scene tours.

Thanks to everyone who came to our 
dessert reception for the opening of Of 
Mice and Men at Hubbard Hall. It was 
a great opportunity to celebrate John 
Steinbeck’s work and Lenny’s passion 
for “livin off the fatta’ the lan’.”

Farms, Food and  
Photography Programs
Farm Photography isn’t just for kids any 
more. This spring and fall we offered five 
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4-hour Farms, Food and Photography 
workshops for Adults. Participants in 
these workshops were given the grand 
tour of a farm and hiked to the land-
owner’s favorite vistas to capture the 
light of the day. They were handsomely 
rewarded with a farm to table meal cel-

ebrating the farms’ produce. Participants 
also received a session in the digital 
arts lab for editing and a brief Adobe 
Photoshop lesson. This program was run 
in collaboration with The Arts Center of 
the Capital Region.

Kids between the ages of 7-16 par-
ticipated in our Farm Photography for 
Kids program held throughout the sum-
mer. Corrina Aldrich and Ellie Markov-
itch led the two-hour photography series 
that had kids and their families learning 
the basics of photography. The kids put 
their learning into practice by photo-
graphing chickens, pigs, cows, sheep, 
goats, tractors and barns while checking 
out some cool farms. 

Participation in our two-week camp 
program, Farms, Food and Photogra-
phy Camp, exceeded expectations. In 
collaboration with The Arts Center of 
the Capital Region, twelve teens from 
the Capital District spent two weeks 
touring, photographing and cooking 
their way through five farm visits, 
numerous recipes and thousands of 
photos. The teens cooked with food 
picked or purchased from the conserved 
farms visited in Washington and  
Rensselaer counties. They also learned 
basic photography concepts including 
aperture, framing, composition and 
Adobe Photoshop. 

Photos from these programs were dis-
played at The Arts Center of the Capital 
Region and The Washington County 
and Schaghticoke county fairs. To check 
out the recipes and read the kids’ blog, 
visit ASA’s Field Notes blog on our 
website and visit our Facebook page. 

We are seeking scholarship funding 
for next year’s programs. Please contact 
Teri if you would like to help make this 
program a possibility again next year. 
Thank you to the Eighth Street  
Urban Farm, Cannon Cattle Ranch, 
the Capital District Community 
Garden Produce Project, the Denison 
Farm, Elihu Farm, Flying Pigs Farm, 
Howard Stoner, Longlesson Farm, 
Lewis Waite Farm and the Troy  
Farmers’ Market for hosting us.  

Forever Farmland Supper
A record 225 people attended the For-
ever Farmland Supper held at Garden-
works Farm. The event was a celebration 
of farmland conservation and an oppor-
tunity to thank those who are passionate 
about its protection. The poignant words 

of guest speaker Mark Sacco of Wm. 
H. Buckley Farm served as a reminder 
that farming can indeed be a profitable 
endeavor. The delicious, locally sourced 
food was prepared by Spoonful Kitchen 
and Catering. We are grateful to Meg 
& Rob Southerland Southerland for 
hosting this year’s event and providing 
the beautiful space for the evening. We 
would also like to thank the Hubbard 
Hall Tune Jam Band for providing the 
evening’s music as well as the Argyle 
Brewing Company for the beer tasting. 

Recent Events & Programs

Pudim is known in other countries as  
crème caramel, flan, or caramel custard.  
It is a custard dessert with a layer of  
soft caramel on top.

1/2 cup sugar for the caramel sauce

5 eggs

3 cups of milk (or a combo of  
milk and cream)

3/4 cup sugar

1 tsp vanilla

1 cup of sugar to caramelize  
the baking dish 

Heat oven on low broiler. Add sugar to 
an oven safe dish that you will use to 
bake the Pudim such as an 8.5-inch 
pie dish or individual ramekins. Sugar 
will melt until liquefied and golden in 
color (about 10 minutes). Let the sugar 
caramelize. Pay close attention during 
this step- it burns very fast.

Meanwhile, mix all ingredients in 
a blender for about 1 minute. Pour 
mixture into prepared, caramelized 
dish. Pour hot water into a roasting pan 
within 1 inch of top of cups or the dish.

Bake the Pudim, in water bath for about 
1 hour. Test with a knife in the center 
to check, it should come out clean. The 
Pudim will turn golden brown on top 
and start separating from the sides of 
the mold. Let it cool, refrigerate at least 
4 hours. 

To serve, pass the knife around the 
edges and carefully invert on serving 
plate. Enjoy!

Many thanks to the following businesses  
that helped make these programs possible: 
Archdale Agricultural Products, Caffry + Flower, Attorneys at Law, Cambridge Valley Machining Inc., Cambridge Village Market, Capital Tractor Inc., 
Farm Credit East, Fronhofer Tool Co. Inc, Glens Falls National Bank and Trust Co., Granville Veterinary Service, PC, LA, Healthy Living Market,  
Kean L. Bouplon at Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, Kelly + Sellar Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys at Law, Nolan CPA Services, Sterling, Stewart’s 
Shops, TD Bank, WEL-DUN Inc., Wiley Brothers

Ellie’s Brazilian Pudim
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ASA is a member of 
EarthShare New York, 
a statewide federation 
of the most respected 

environmental and conservation charities in New York and across 
the US. You can make a gift to ASA by payroll contribution through 
EarthShare New York’s workplace giving program offered by numer-
ous private companies, the Combined Federal Campaign (select 

27691 on your CFC pledge form) and many state and municipal 
government organizations, including the New York State Employees 
Federated Appeal (select 999-00648 on your SEFA pledge form).

To find out more about how you and your workplace can support 
ASA through an EarthShare New York’s charitable giving campaign, 
please call Katie. You can also visit EarthShare New York’s website 
at earthshareny.org. Many thanks to everyone who has made a gift to 
ASA through EarthShare New York this year!

Make a Workplace Gift to ASA Through Earthshare!

T hough it was Columbus Day 
weekend, spring type weather 
greeted ASA’s enthusiastic 

crowd for this year’s Landscapes for 
Landsake Art Exhibition. Approximate-
ly $38,000 in net proceeds was raised 
for farmland protection, thanks to artists 
who generously donated 50% of the art 
sale proceeds, plus attendee admission 
fees, and business sponsorships.

This year’s exhibit was again curated 
by Leah McCloskey, an artist and Salem 
resident. Leah is an active supporter of 
local farms and Director of Exhibition 
Outreach at the Art Students League 
of New York. Leah generously donated 
her time and talent to ASA’s exhibi-
tion. “There really is no other venue in 
the region that has all of these incred-
ibly talented local artists in one place 
at one time. It’s an art event not to be 
missed. This year, along with our most 
prominent artists, there were some new 
and exciting additions including Sharon 
Hanehan, a felt sculptor and Carol Law 
Conklin, a batik artist,” she says.

This year’s featured art, NYS Food 
Culture, was painted by Gigi Begin of 
Cambridge. Life in the rural village 
of Cambridge and the surrounding 

Thank you!
Artists: Gigi Begin, John Begin, 
Matt Chinian, Todd Collins, Ian 
Creitz, Richard Dubin, Judith Ellers, 
Ann Fitzgibbons, Jerry Freedner, 
Dominick Guida, Sharon Hanehan, 
Thomas Kerr, Clarence King, Carol 
Law Conklin, Matthew Lerman, Annie 
McNeice, Virginia McNeice, Tom 
Moses, Robert Moylan, Harry Orlyk, 
Leslie Parke, Leslie Peck, Steven Jay 
Sanford, Bob Skinner, Seline Skoug, 
Barbara J. Sussman, Janine Thomas, 
Shira Toren, Mark Tougias, George 
Van Hook, Gyula Varosy, Regina 
Wickham

Lead Sponsors: The Chazen Com-
panies, The Fort Miller Group, Inc., 
Salem Farm Supply, Sterling, Owl 
Pen Books

Additional Sponsors: 
The Adirondack Trust Company, 
Baker Insurance Agency, Battenkill 
Veterinary P.C., Betterbee, Breanna 
Lundy - Edward Jones Investments, 
Caffry + Flower, Attorneys at Law, 
Cambridge Auto Parts, Inc., Currin 
Compliance Services, LLC, Glens 
Falls National Bank and Trust Co., 
Golde Engineering, P.C., Judith 
Klingebiel, CPA, Juniper Farm, 
Kelly + Sellar Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys 
at Law, Max Londons, Nolan CPA 
Services, Rensselaer County Farm 
Bureau, Stewart’s Shops, WEL-DUN 
Inc., Wiley Brothers

Volunteers: Corrina Aldrich, Sarah 
Ashton, Deb Balliet, John, Gigi and 
Gabe Begin, Leslie Bender, Doug and 
Linda Bischoff, Jay Bridge, Nancy 
Brown, Devin Bulger, Alane Chinian, 
Thomas Christenfeld, Todd Collins, 
Anna Courtney-Jilek, Ian Creitz, John 
and Minette Cummings, Judy Ellers, 
Sirell Fiel, ML Healy, Dave and Mar-
garet Horn, Ivan and Judith Kazen, 
Annelise Kelly, Evan Lawrence, 
Carole Lewis, Nina Lockwood, Amy 
Maxwell, Marge Maxwell, Annie Mill-
er, Don Minkel, John Mooney, Dana 
Mosely, Dari Norman, Ingrid Remak, 
Molly Robertson, Todd Rollend, Zach 
Rollend, Matt Ryan, Jim Schanz, Dot-
tie Schneider, Lucas Sconzo, Maddie 
Skellie, Cindy Spence, Bill Thomas, 
Sheila Wahl, Ben Zipperer

A huge thanks to the students 
in VOSCA and the Salem FFA for 
helping with parking throughout the 
weekend.

continued from page 5

Helping Farmers Plan  
for Retirement and the 
Next Generation

A big concern of the 
farming community is how 
to deal with estate or succes-
sion planning for their fam-
ily businesses, as well as the 
land itself. ASA, along with 
American Farmland Trust, 
NY Farmlink, and the USDA 
Risk Management Agency, 
partnered to host a half-day 
training session called “Get-
ting Started: Farm Transfer 
and Estate Planning.” More 
than 40 landowners attended 
the April, 2014 workshop 
which covered topics on busi-
ness, planning, and communi-
cation considerations for farm 
transfer as well as agricultural 
conservation options. John 
H. Lavelle of the Lavelle & 
Finn law firm was the keynote 
presenter, bringing an incred-
ible array of knowledge as a 
CPA and estate attorney to 
the discussion. 

ASA’s first job is to con-
serve quality farmland in our 
region for future generations 
of farmers. With your help, 
we can also provide a farm-
friendly environment, support 
our local producers, and help 
make more land available and 
affordable for our farming 
community.

Make a donation and  
help ASA in two ways
Your donation not only provides direct 
financial help, but it also demonstrates 
community support for ASA’s conser-
vation efforts. This, in turn, helps us 
leverage funding from grants and private 
sources. Consider becoming a monthly 
member or giving a gift membership, 
and be sure to let us know if your  
employer matches charitable donations.

Make a legacy gift
Your gift, in the form of a trust, life  
insurance, stocks and bonds, property, 
gift annuity or bequest empowers ASA 
to protect and steward the valuable 
agricultural resources of our region.

Here are a Few Ways You Can Help
Volunteer
ASA is always looking for volunteers  
to help with organizing events and 
community programs, sending out 
membership mailings, and providing 
expertise in professional and techni-
cal matters. We need your help and 
we guarantee you’ll enjoy and learn 
from the experience.

Be an advocate for  
farmland conservation
Let your family, friends, town officials 
and state legislators know why you 
support local farmland conservation.

Melissa Seligman  
lucky winner of  
Brittany Raffle
We would like to thank everyone who 
purchased a raffle ticket for a chance  
to win the trip of a lifetime. With your 
support we were able to raise $27,400. 
Melissa won a two-week stay at a  
property in Camaret Sur Mer, Brittany 
France for up to 8 people plus $3,000 
toward airfare. 

13th Annual Landscapes for Landsake 
Generates $38,000 for Farmland Protection

countryside continues to be a source of 
inspiration for Gigi. In her current body 
of work, Gigi presents a unique blend of 
detail, whimsy and color. Floral and fruit 
arrangements, farm animals and calligra-
phy are the featured elements. Painting 
primarily on reclaimed lumber salvaged 
from local farms and rural structures, 

Gigi allows the natural charm of each 
board to shine through as her subject 
and the written word playfully interact.

Our deepest thanks to Larry Sconzo 
who graciously hosts the Landscapes 
show every year. It wouldn’t be such an 
exceptional art event if it weren’t for 
Larry and his beautiful property. And 
big thanks to our wonderful volunteers 
and everyone who came and supported 
the show by purchasing art!



Thank You! Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Possible.

Foundations
Anonymous (1)
Castanea Foundation
The Community Foundation of  

the Greater Capital Region
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
The GE Foundation
McHenry Memorial Trust
The Peter and Carmen Lucia  

Buck Foundation, Inc.
Robert H. Wentorf Foundation, Inc.
Woodshouse Foundation

Government
New York State Council on the Arts
New York State Conservation  

Partnership Program*

Harvest Hero
Alexander & Marine Zagoreos

Champion
Ayco Company, L.P.
EarthShare New York
Liz Gordon & Thomas Christenfeld
Noel & Judy Hanf
David & Margaret Horn
The Phantom Laboratory
Don Pompliano & Kathy Taylor
Mary Ellen Williams

Cream of the Crop
Derek Bruening
Capital Tractor, Inc
The Chazen Companies
Peter Deming & Terry Griffin
The Fort Miller Group, Inc.
Barbara Glaser & Paul Zachos
Healthy Living Market and Cafe
The Horowitz Family Foundation
Nolan CPA Services
Owl Pen Books
Salem Farm Supply, Inc.
Sterling
Stewart’s Shops
Robert Taylor
TD Bank, NA

Benefactor
Anonymous (3)
Bo & Debbie Andersson
Matthew & Phoebe Bender
Betterbee, Inc
Douglas & Linda Bischoff
Cambridge Valley Machining, Inc.
Grace Campbell
Guy & Selena Clark
Currin Compliance Services, LLC
Farm Credit East
Glens Falls National Bank
Golde Engineering, P.C.
Gregory Hansen—Stone Hill Farm
Juniper Farm
KC Consulting—Rick Kranz  

& Martha Culliton
Vincent Kelleher & Richard Bump
Kelly Sellar Ryan, PLLC, Attorneys at Law
Richard and Cindy McClenning

Margaret Meath
Teri Ptacek
Stirling Brook Farms, Inc.
Ethan & Anne Winter

Steward
Anonymous (2)
Adirondack Trust Company Community Fund
Norm Allen
Archdale Agricultural Products, LLC
Baker Insurance Agency
Battenkill Veterinary, PC
Caffry & Flower, Attorneys at Law
John & Sue Corey
Breanna Lundy at Edward Jones Investments
Lisa Evans
Bertram Freed & Caroline Eastman
Hein & Elisabeth Holtkamp
Ann Marie Kaplan
Kane Jilek
Judith Klingebiel, CPA
Shirley & Roy Lerman
Ronald McLean
Thomas & Rebecca Meath
Annie Miller & Don Minkel
Kean L Bouplon at Morgan  

Stanley Wealth Management
Tara Nolan
Pattie & Casey Noxon
Sarah Pawlick
Rensselaer County Farm Bureau, Inc
Jonathan and Diana Ruhl
William and Kimberly Ruhl
Judith & Michael Russert
Janet & George Scurria
Tim Tear
Toolite Farms, LLC—Dick & Jason Tooley
Kenneth Vittor & Judith Aisen
Thomas M Ward
Wel-Dun, Inc.
Tim & Kathleen Wiley
Michael & Katherine Zdeb

Sustaining
Anonymous (2)
Randall Adams
Nancy Ames
Herb & Deborah Anderson
Bill Badgley
Larry Bailey & Amy Walker Bailey
Kim Baker
Andrew & Elizabeth Beers
Mike & Wendy Bittel
Annmarie & Randy Boduch
Helene Briggs
Clinton Brock
Tena Bunnell
John Burwell
Cambridge Auto Parts, Inc.
Cambridge Village Market
Mack Brook Farm
Rebecca Christner & Carter White
Beth & Jim Clark
Rhea Clark
John Cogan, MD
Todd Collins & Bill Thomas
Concra Appraisal Association

Harold Craig
MaryDee & Clem Crowe
Jenness & Gary Cunningham
Eleanor Darcy
Steve & Arlene Davie
Dill Abstract Company
John Donnelly, Jr.
Nancy Downing
Bill Eberle
Elizabeth Ellard
Gerard & Anna Falotico
Jon Feidner & Clare Avery
William Joann Frazier
Fronhofer Tool Company
Gardenworks Farm
Philip Gitlen & Melody Mackenzie
Diana Reh & Ari Gradus
Granville Veterinary Service, P.C.
Tom & Rulyn Graves
George & Carol Green
Carol Hand
Trout Paper
Barbara Hennig
Hi Brow Farms, LLC
Jippe Hiemstra
David Higby
Allan & Kathleen Hoerup
Brian Holbritter, PLS
Katie Jilek
Claudia Kavenagh & Joel Giller
Karen Kellogg
Kenyon Hill Farm
Michael Kovarik
Chris & Heidi Krahling
Bernice & Janet Kuhl
David Kwasniak
Carl Laanes
Bonnie Lamb
Ruth & Sandy Lamb
Jo Ann Lancaster
Landview Farms, LLC
Millicent & Ed Lawrence
Long Days Farm—Deborah Jaffe  

& Edwin Schiele
Michael & Sharon Lozman
C.J. & Jenny Lyttle
Virginia Martin
Samuel W Miller
Terry & Mary Ann Mitchell
Frank & Eileen Musso
Richard & Dari Norman
Robert O’Connor, DVM
Cynthia and Jack Parillo
Faith & John Parker
Perry’s Orchard
Penelope Poor
Teri Ptacek
Tom Rees
Maralee Rice
Burton & Carol Richmond
Christophe Robert & Shannon Mason
Helen Roosevelt
Round House Bakery at Pompanuck Farm
Sandra Scroggins & Barney Rubenstein, MD
Dave & Arlene Sampson
Anne & Herbert Sanderson
Anne Savage & Michael Myers

Dottie Schneider
Doug & Ryann Sellar
Barbara Simoneau & Joe Caron
Donald & Donna Skellie
Carla Skodinski & Michael Fieldman
Elise Smith
Susan & Steven Smith
Edward & Christine Smyth
J.B. & Louise Sobing
Gail & Joel Solomon
Harry & Sandy Stein
Ropel Stephen
Hannah E. Stevens
Julia & Robert Stokes
William & Angela Sturgis
Carol Throop
Tiashoke Farms
Erin Tobin & Roger Bearden
Bill Tomkins & Kathy Nichols-Tomkins
Fred Tomkins
Patricia Towers
D. Evan Vanhook
Lawrence Vedder
Bob & Carolee Webster
Nancy Winter
James Woods
Rob & Meg Woolmington
Sharon & Lewis Zankel
Stuart & Jessica Ziehm

Supporting
Anonymous (4)
Cary Abrams
Agard & LaPan Land Surveying
Mark & Deborah Anderson
David Armbruster
Frank Barrie
Gordon & Mary Batcheller
Joel & Kathleen Batha
Ann Whalen
Rachel Block
Kenneth & Natalie Bollerud
Leonard & Phyllis Borden
Evelyn Braymer
Joe Brillon
Brotherhood Farms
The Bunker Hill Inn—Laura Coldwell
Bill & Cathy Burke
Mary Jo & David Burton
Peter & Janet Calabrese
Donald & Betty Lou Campbell
Marilyn Causey
Beth & Jim Clark
Crandall’s Corner Farm
Lydia Davis & Alan Cote
Waltraut Deibel
Jerry & Janet DeLazzero
Michael Dirac & Maria Gomez
Artie & Sharon Erbe
Jon & Jacquie Farbman
Cathy Firman
Aaron Gabriel
Alan & Elizabeth Gee
Mike Goldstein
Edmund & Ellen Green
ML Healey
Richard & Christina Hernandez

ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful community of supporters. In these challenging times, your generous 
contributions and the spirit they reflect mean so much to us.

The following contributions were made between April 25th, 2014 and October 24th 2014. Every effort has been made to ensure 
the accuracy of this information. Please contact us to note any changes that should be made for the next issue of our newsletter.

Katharine Highstein
Betsy Ho
Michael Hochanadel
David Hochfelder & Ann Pfau
Allan & Kathleen Hoerup
Marcia Hopple
Harry Hurt
Don & Kathy Idleman
Ann & Brian Jennings
Bill & Patty Keating
Christina & John Kelly
Maureen Kennedy
Hwa Su Kim
Gerhardt Koch
Robert & Dorothy Kuba
Bernice & Janet Kuhl
Faith Lambparker
Millicent & Ed Lawrence
David & Joyce Lukas
Stephanie & David Mahoney
Mannuccio Mannucci
Jacqueline L. Marino
Barbara & John McDonald
Lawrence Meyers
Monks of New Skete
Allison & James Moore
Charles Moses
Stephen & Mary Muller
Barbara Murphy
Dede Nash
Steve & Nancy Nicholas
Cathy & Dick Ogden
Tom & Karen O’Leary
John & Jane Pattison
Miriam Peters
Miriam Pye
Jim & Kate Reid
R. Harry & JoAnne Booth
Dolores Romack
Craig Roods
Colleen Ryan & Eric Hoppel
Mike Ryan
Paula Sawyer
Paul Schneider, Jr.
Caroline Seligman & George Jolly
Majken Sellar
George Sigut & Pamela Regan
Rowland Sinnamon
Howard Smith
Spoonful Kitchen & Catering
Gary Stine & Nina Lockwood
Stephen Trout
Underwood’s Shushan Valley Hydro Farm
Susan & John West, III
Elaine Winslow
Tauno Wirkki
Mary Withington
Laura Yaun & Michael DeNardis

Friends
Anonymous (2)
Lorraine Agan
Greg & Judy Aidala
Deborah Bailey
James Ballard & Lorraine Merghart Ballard
Kean Bouplon
Renee Bouplon
Jennifer & David Braucher
Jonathan Carp & Deborah Stayman
Marilyn Causey
Paul Chapman
Patricia B. Coon
Sarah Cornett
Crandall’s Corner Farm
Pam Crane
Lydia Davis & Alan Cote
Katie De Groot
Artie & Sharon Erbe
Lisa Evans
Brooke Farrell
Marjorie Geiger
Kerry Giles
Grazin’ Acres Farm
Walter & Anna Maria Grom

* funding provided by New York’s Environmental Protection Fund and administered by the Land Trust  
Alliance, in coordination with the state Department of Environmental Conservationpg10 ASA FALL ’14 pg11 ASA FALL ’14

Special 
Thanks
We would like to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to 
Noel and Judy Hanf for  
hosting a gathering at 
their home in Jackson 
and giving us the oppor-
tunity to bring our New 
Yor City-based friends 
and supporters together. 
We are also very grateful 
to Richard Hogan and  
Carron Sherry for hosting 
an event at their home 
in New York City. 

Harvest Hero: $5,000 +
Champion: $2,500 – $4,999
Cream of the Crop:  

$1,000 – $2,499       
Benefactor: $500 – 999
Steward: $250 – 499
Sustaining: $100 – 249
Supporting: $50 – 99
Friends: $1 – 49

George Houser
 Teri Ptacek
 Mary Ellen Williams
J. Edward Pawlick
 Sara Pawlick
J.L. Reed
 Mark & Holly Lawton
Henry (Jim) Reuate
 Dothedale Farm
Rose Simko
 Evan Lawrence
Frank and Ruth Veddar
 Lawrence Veddar

McArthur-Sauert Campaign
Anonymous (3)
Agard + LaPan Land Surveying—
 Bruce Agard & William LaPan
Nancy Ames
Mark & Deborah Anderson
Anonymous (3)
James Ballard & Lorraine Merghart Ballard
Matthew & Phoebe Bender
Pam Crane
Lydia Davis & Alan Cote
Artie & Sharon Erbe
Lisa Evans
Hi Brow Farms, LLC—Jay & Kim Skellie
Kane Jilek
Katie Jilek
KC Consulting—Rick Kranz  

& Martha Culliton
Bernice & Janet Kuhl
Kelly Langlois
Michael & Sharon Lozman
Mannuccio Mannucci
Todd & Suanne McLenithan
Lawrence Meyers
Barbara Murphy
Dede Nash
Tara Nolan
Karl & Janice Peterson
Jim & Kate Reid
Colleen Ryan & Eric Hoppel
Dave & Arlene Sampson
Louis & Sandra Schneider
Paul Schneider
Carol Throop
Bill Tomkins & Kathy Nichols-Tomkins
Toolite Farms, LLC—Dick & Jason Tooley
Alex & Marine Zagoreos

In-Kind Goods & Services
James Alcott
Pat Bakatitis
Gigi Begin
Browns Brewing Co.
Building Wild Cast and Crew
Berle Farm
Matt & Peggy Cannon
Todd Collins
Paul DiMeo
DeCrescente Distributing Co.
Wendy Duvall
Eastbound Jesus
Noel & Judy Hanf
Kane Jilek
Connie Kheel
King Bakery at Double K Farm
Katherine Littell
Livery Café
Tara Nolan
Rich Norman
Cindy and Jack Parillo
Sean Quinn
Christoff Roberts
Roundhouse Bakery
Ron & Kyle Seifert
Nanson Serrianne
Margaret & Steven Silverberg
Slack Hollow Farm
Slyboro Cider House, LLC
Spoonful Catering
George Verschoor
The Village Café
Alexander & Marine Zagoreos
Stuart and Jessica Ziehm

Volunteers
Deb Balliet
Linda & Doug Bischoff
Lynn Brownell
Pam Cali
Todd Collins
Anna Courtney
Cathy Firman
Nan Fitzpatrick
Carole Hanson
ML Healy
Diane Jilek
Judith & Ivan Kazen
Annelise Kelly
James Kinsella Brown
Landscapes for Landsake (see pg.  )
Quimby Mahoney
Melanie & Bob Mason
Lisa McCaffrey Miller
Leah McCloskey
Becky Molloy
Nancy Moses Alexander
Caroline Murray
Bridey Nolan
Lila Nolan
Sue Poudrier
Holly Rippon-Butler
Molly Robertson
Zach Rollend
Todd Rollend
Annie Roome
Lawrence Sconzo
Lucas Sconzo
Maddie Skellie
Bill Thomas
Riley Vandewater

Happy Hill Farm—Patricia Nestle
Valerie Imbruce
Joint Venture Farm
Pam Keniry
J Kinsley
Richard Kobik
Kelly Langlois
Michael & Sharon Lozman
Mannuccio Mannucci
Todd & Suanne McLenithan
Ronald Medaglia & Jacqueline  

Desnoes Medaglia
Olive Naturally
John & Patty Paduano
Karl & Janice Peterson
Monica Ray
Jim & Kate Reid
Sherry Skellie
Marjorie Robertson
Joan & Karl Ruger
Colleen Ryan & Eric Hoppel
Louis & Sandra Schneider
Paul Schneider, Jr.
Ashley & Susan Seward
Shannon Snyder
Susan Van Raalte
Karen Weltman & Jon Sterngass
Rae & Don Whitehead
The Wise Family

Monthly Giving
Randall Adams
Douglas & Linda Bischoff
Amy Davis
Stone Hill Farm—Gregory Hansen
David Hochfelder & Ann Pfau
KC Consulting—Rick Kranz  

& Martha Culliton
Long Days Farm—Deborah Jaffe  

& Edwin Schiele
Ronald McLean
Tara Nolan
Anne Savage & Michael Myers
J.B. & Louise Sobing
Erin Tobin & Roger Bearden

In Honor Of
Reed Boduch
     Annmarie & Randy Boduch
Liz Gordon & Dave Sampson
     McHenry Memorial Trust
Kitty Highstein
     Mary Ellen Williams
Glenn Lamb
     Ruth & Sandy Lamb
Maddilyn Ryan
     Tatiana & John Coffinger
     Andrew Kelly & Teri Ptacek
     James & Theresa Migli
     Doug & Ryann Sellar
Walter & Eleanor Taylor
     Robert Taylor

In Memory Of
Matt Begin
 Jack & Cindy Begin
Watson H. Cole
 Mary Ellen Williams
Jene Highstein
 Katharine Highstein
Christian Hansen VI
 Patricia Russell
Ruth Hill
 Richard & Paula Amann
 Renee Bouplon
 Randall & Daneille Eddy
 Ina Frisino
 Margaret M. Jones
 Elise Kowalchyk
 Medical Society of the State of New York
 Edwin Osterhout
 Teri Ptacek
 Janet Stark
 Daniel Van Pelt
 Paul Werner



Agricultural Stewardship Association

2531 State Route 40 
Greenwich, NY 12834

518-692-7285 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

Make Local Farmland 
Conservation a Priority in 
Your Giving This Season
If the stories you’ve read about people in our  
community who’ve protected their land inspire you, 
please show your support with a gift this season 
and leave a legacy of farmland conservation. 

Happy Holidays!

visit us 
online
agstewardship.org

follow us on 
facebook and 
twitter

PHOTOGRAPHY: Todd Collins, Ellie Markovitch and Lawrence White    DESIGN: Ruth Sadinsky

Give the Gift  
of Membership
As you celebrate the holidays, con-
sider giving your friends and family a 
gift membership to the Agricultural 
Stewardship Association. For a $50 
membership we will send them a 
one-year membership certificate and  
a print from our Farm Photography 
for Kids program. For more informa-
tion, go to: agstewardship.org


